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bringing HOPE AND HEALING TO THE 
WORLD’S FORGOTTEN POOR

Yes, I would like to transform lives with a gift of: 

	 $25	 $50	 $100	 $200	 $                             

name                                                                                                                                                                                            
                              First                                                Middle                                             Last 

address

City	                                     State                                                    postcode

phone: home                                                         work			        mobile

email

CREDIT / DEBIT CARD GIVING
Please debit my       Visa 	             Mastercard 

 

 
expiry date	

signed		Da  te

Please credit donation to:

❏ General Fund - For those who do not need a tax receipt

❏ Relief Fund - For those who may need a tax receipt

	 (Donations over $2.00 to Relief Fund are Tax Deductable)

I would like to make this my regular donation
Monthly Payment	 ❏ Yes	
Quarterly Payment	 ❏ Yes	

Thank you for changing lives with Mercy Ships
Please return to:  	 Mercy Ships Australia  PO Box 1080 Caloundra QLD 4551
	 Phone: 07 5437 2992  Fax: 07 5437 2488  Email: msaust@mercyships.org.au 

$

I would like a Mercy Ships representative to come and give a presentation to our club, group, church, school ❏
Please send me information on how to leave a gift to Mercy Ships in my Will  ❏
Please remove my name from your mailing list ❏
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Despite some depressing news stories 
coming out of financial markets in the 
developed world, there are many good 
news stories coming from our Mercy Ship 
currently deployed in one of the poorest 
nations of the world, Benin.  

For many of our patients, these are the 
best of times. Sekou, who suffered terrible 
burns while a boy, regained movement in 
both arms and legs as a result of corrective 
surgery to release severe scarring. He now 
plays soccer again with his friends. 

Victorie is learning to go out in public 
again after twenty-one years of hiding. 
The removal of a disfiguring facial tumour 
has given her a new lease on life. These are 
just two good news stories featured in this 
newsletter.

In addition, we are proud to announce 
that Mercy Ships founders, Don and Deyon 
Stephens, have received a Humanitarian 
of the Year Award. The Variety Club 
International presented the Annual 
Humanitarian Award to Don and Deyon at 

a ceremony in London on May 5. Previous 
winners of the Humanitarian Award 
include Sir Edmund Hillary, Sir Alexander 
Fleming, Dr Albert Schweitzer, and Sir 
Winston Churchill. Thousands of patients 
have benefited from the Stephens’ thirty 
year commitment to serving the poor of 
the world. 

However, very little would have been 
achieved without the financial support of 
our loyal band of Mercy Ships supporters 
around the world. Each one of you shares 
in this prestigious award as a result of your 
generosity to those less fortunate than 
yourselves. So congratulations to each 
one of you and thank you for your caring 
support.  

With sincere thanks, 

Gary Regazzoli

CEO Mercy Ships Australia

Mercy Ships Founders receive Humanitarian of the Year Award

The annual 
Variety Club 
International 
Humanitarian 
Award was 
given to Don 
and Deyon 
Stephens.

PS: By sending in your gift before June 30, you can claim your gift against your tax bill!

“Three million women in sub-Saharan Africa suffer from obstetric fistula in nations whose GDP 
translates to families living on less than a dollar per day. Medical care, both primary and surgical, 
are scarce commodities and when they do exist are often far beyond the financial reach of the 
poor. Mercy Ships offers hope and healing to the world’s poorest. On behalf of the world’s poor 
and our dedicated professional volunteers, it is an honour to be considered for this award.”

Previous winners of the Humanitarian 
Award include Sir Edmund Hillary, 
Sir Alexander Fleming and Dr Albert 
Schweitzer, with this year’s award 
presented to the Stephens by TRH Prince 
and Princess Michael of Kent.

Deyon Stephens added, “Living onboard 
the first Mercy Ship with our four children 
for ten years was an experience rich in 
significance, adventure, adversity and 
satisfaction. Mercy Ships has now seen 
thirty years come and go. Millions of 
the world’s most needy have now felt 
the compassionate and healing hands of 
those serving onboard.”

Mercy Ships CEO Sam Smith said, “Don and Deyon Stephens have an incredible vision to serve the 
forgotten poor of the world and have tirelessly worked for over thirty years to make this vision a 
reality. The impact of their work has been felt the world over and people are alive today thanks 
to the great work provided by Mercy Ships volunteers. Currently, our flagship, Africa Mercy, 
is setting new records for the number of people we are able to impact with our services. The 
Stephens are very humble people that have strived to make a difference, and the international 
family of Mercy Ships is grateful to the Variety Club for honouring these champions for the poor 
with their Humanitarian Award. They deserve to be placed among the great humanitarians that 
have previously been so honoured.” 

It’s not all bad 
news… for 

some it is the 
best of times!

HRH Prince Michael of Kent (left) presents the 
award to Mercy Ships co-founders Don and 
Deyon Stephens (center). They are joined by 
Variety Club’s outgoing President Grahame 
Mapp AM (right).

By Peter Wooding of ASSIST News Service

GARDEN VALLEY, TEXAS: Following in the 
footsteps of previous winners Sir Winston 
Churchill and Audrey Hepburn, the founders of 
the world’s largest hospital ship charity were 
honoured with a humanitarian award at a 
ceremony in London on May 5.

The annual Variety Club International 
Humanitarian Award was given to Don and 
Deyon Stephens. Speaking about receiving the 
Humanitarian Award, Don Stephens said, “In 
challenging economic times which affect us all, 
the world’s poorest suffer even more. Twenty 
percent of newborn babies will not live to 
their fifth birthday, largely due to preventable 
disease. The average lifespan of women where 
our ships serve is forty-six years.”



Send your gift today!

Victorie is Victorious Sekou

• $25 	� can support a patient for one day onboard 
the Africa Mercy.

• $50 	� can provide dental repair for one person.

• $100	� can deliver an eye operation giving sight to 
the blind.

• $400	� can cover a Life-Changing Surgery for one 
desperate person.

Sekou Tallywally was eleven-years-old when his 
life was turned upside down. While filling the 
generator at his home with petrol, somebody 
accidentally walked into the room with a naked 
flame. From then on nothing would ever be 
quite the same again. 

Sekou was lucky to survive the explosion but 
with third degree burns to most of his chest, 
face and arms it was touch and go for many 
weeks. Sekou spent three months in hospital 
having a series of skin grafts and despite 
making a good recovery the trauma of the 
experience is still clear to see.  

Once the scars started to heal, contractures and 
keloid scarring set in. The contractures to his 
neck not only meant that he could not lift or 

horizontally rotate his head; he could not raise 
his arm higher than ninety degrees. His injuries 
were so severe that the scarring was pulling 
down at his eyes, making it very difficult for 
him to blink. 

Sekou came to the Mercy Ship for corrective 
surgery. His operation was a great success 
and within a few days Sekou was sitting up in 
bed and within a few weeks he was playing 
football with his friends in the corridor.  It was 
wonderful to see his rapid progress. 

He is now able to move both his arms and legs 
more freely. Most importantly his eyes now 
smile, he is happy and he is looking forward to 
going back to school.

His injuries 
were so severe 
that the 
scarring was 
pulling down 
at his eyes, 
making it very 
difficult for him 
to blink.

Nurses onboard the Africa Mercy must be 
among the most resourceful of people when 
it comes to keeping patients occupied as they 
recover from surgery.

Katie, a midwife from Cape Town, South Africa, 
is working as a nurse on the surgical ward of 
the Africa Mercy. From her blog come these 
pictures and accompanying text…

Ward “D” was into the face painting in a 
serious way and the little kids looked so cute. 
It is so great to have time and freedom here, 

especially on weekends, to  really spend time 
and do fun things with the patients.  

The nurses from “A” Ward set up a bowling 
lane. So all the ortho patients were hobbling 
along doing their thing.

1988 was the year 63-year-old Victorie 
Adandadjan noticed a lump on the left side 
of her neck. At first she tried to ignore it, but 
after three years it became considerably larger. 
A doctor at a nearby hospital told her that 
an operation would be too difficult and too 
dangerous to attempt. 

Desperate and bewildered, she turned to a 
traditional healer for help. A concoction of 
liquids was prescribed and the cutting of skin 
began. Victorie found herself continually 
shouting day and night and struggling to 
sleep. Eventually she went blind, probably as a 
result of the potions she was drinking. And the 
tumour continued to grow.

Soon a different set of problems arose.  Her 
husband and children were unhappy with her 
situation and abandoned her, leaving her to 
care for her youngest son, four-year-old Hignin, 
alone. Unable to support herself and her son, 
she returned to her father’s house.

In 1995 she went to a local hospital. This time a 
doctor agreed to operate, but the surgery was 
not successful. Only a part of the tumour was 
removed, and the remaining part grew more 
rapidly than before. Feeling utterly hopeless, 
Victorie considered buying a bottle of rat 
poison to end her life and her suffering.

One day she sat in church. After the sermon, 
the weekly notices were given. An organisation 
called Mercy Ships was mentioned. In a few 
weeks, a ship would be docking in the port 
of Cotonou, Benin, to offer free medical care. 
Victorie’s heart leapt.

She attended the screening day with hundreds 
of other people. It had taken a turbulent 
twenty one years to get to this point. Now 
she stood in the queue, patiently waiting, 
wondering whether her prayers would finally 
be answered.

And her prayers were answered. As she sat 
in a hospital bed onboard the Africa Mercy 

after the tumour was 
successfully removed, 
she declared, “I am 
fine now. I don’t feel 
pain. I pray that God 
will continue to use 
the surgeons and give 
them wisdom.”

Her husband 
and children 
were unhappy 
with her 
situation and 
abandoned her, 
leaving her to 
care for her 
youngest son, 
four-year-old 
Hignin, alone.

Victorie following her 
surgery Resourceful nursing crew

Give Before End of Financial Year
Your tax-deductible gift can achieve so much in the developing world. By sending 
your gift before June 30 you can claim your gift against your tax bill and change 
someone’s life forever!

Two year old Elljah’s life was transformed when he had 
surgery to remove a large mass from his chest wall

With your donation and support we can secure the future work of Mercy Ships 


